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Haldenisn: Ho-Honsense Guardian 

of Keys to the Kingdom 
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Hivn the President first t: ^ (l 
the Whit* Houso. < wa $ U. k Maid-*- 
• >Ki *u.1 \h* ?:■** at voun,; proP-ges 
A ■ * '-* • 'W with nim from the .-idvrrHsd 


/<> .s<v / /f r 3 / Vr.v/ Ji*/i / affirftJly rim- 


ing a/em* of J. Walter Thompson in 
Los ng< who . imposed precision 
and -'fiviencj h the entire White 
Hou 5« operation. 

It as ti fl Htkteman who chose 
Ronai^ Zie^i*T tu be the President's 


director. Tt was .Hakieman wbo 
clamped ’ 4 o*n on the mci cssibility oJ 
’•he President, riiscou ragins even Cabi 
riel officer* tnd making h hopeless lor 
congressmen and most senators. It W8S 
jiialdeman who tried to move the Presi- 
dent's secretary, Rose .Vary Woods, 
lout of 1 1 ic* While House and into the 
Executive Office Building. 

‘The Rom Mary Woods thing was 
Maldeman’s first tactu al error.” says a 
former White House aide. ’‘Nobody's 


i loser tu the President than Hakieman 
n\ Ids own rnind, but the truth is that 
if you've got a pipeline to Rose Mary 
you can got in to sou l ho Prevalent 
just as easily as you can through 
Hah toman." 

It was Ualdman wbo’w«\< resgmi.si- 
ble for keeping Vire Prsidem Agnew 
Ranging out on a limb over whether he 
would or would not be Nixon s running 
mate this year. 

According to one While House 
source, and corroborated by others 
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r close to (he situation -there whs and 
:«tlU is a great di al of resentment cm 
« the part of AgneW's starfl* against 
' t Haldema n rahd KhrUrfcmar. too). Be* 
' fore the convention. Agrrew was cut 
1 out of campaign plans aheL strategies 
that were being developed at the Com- 
t mUtee to Re-Elect the President head- 
f quarters on Haldeman’s orders. M Ag* 
* new’s guys wefe really P.O.'d because 
they felt Haldeman didn’t trust them 
enough to say, ‘Look, if the polls show 
i you're a liability well dump you, 
said the source, 

■ Haldeman was the man who on the 
v NBC Today Show last February ac 
Reused crilKs nl the Nixon administra- 
te tion of •‘consciously aiding and abet- 
•ting the enemy * (That was “misinter- 
preted," the White House said later ) 

; Haldemar; is the man who is par- 
; tiallv i<*ponsioIe for setting the work- 
« ing imagr o( liw White House sta*i 
gomp to work before T .10 « very morn- 
ing. stay? into the night and 

working un w» * . d> it * v - Haldeman 

wi N - *if '* h» r t* r«‘* • -nd 

>> - feC tt be Kho * ri * * •* 

nerve * ■ ' '* *• 


VII2lJi*r wiv«i rwm ««• 

. 4jt i« MR Haldeman who was largely 
responsible for the redecoration of the 
Wist Wing. Of the White House in the 
epn, Classic Federal look. And it w as 
1 leraan who bragged that after only 
few months in the White House he 
ihkd a fire crackling in every fireplace. 

“Bob’* Haldeman celebrates his 47th 
birthday today. He w f as born in Los 
Angeles, the oldest son of an upper- 
middle class businessman. His father 
was head of a pipe and building supply 
company, then founded a beating and 
ventilating company. Both his parents 
were civic-minded and conservative, 
working actively in local campaigns. 

maternal grandfather helped 
crund the Better American Founda- 
fon, an early anti-communist organis- 
ation, and was active in the Salvation 
r Army. 

Haldeman attended the Hawthorne 
Grammar School and the Harvard 
Episcopal School in Los .VugHc.-. then 
went on to the University at Redlands, 
the University of Southern California 
and. after a stint in the Navy, UCL.A 
for his business degree. 

Anti-communism brought Haldeman 
together with Nixon. Fascinated by the 
tyUger Hiss case and Nixon’s involve- 


ment in it, Haldeman, on his first trip 
to Washington in 1951. visited Sen. 
Nixon’s office. He began working in 
Nixon campaigns on and off through 
the '50s and '60s. (In between cam- 
paigns he returned to his job at the 
Thompson agency.) 

Robert Finch , former lieutenant go\- 
ernor of California, former secretary 
of Health, Education and Welfare, and 
now counsellor to the President, was 
head of Nixon’s 1960 presidential cam- 
paign in California. It was Finch who 
.persuaded Haldeman to leave J. Wal- 
Jt.tr Thompson at that time to become 
j* Nixon's chief advance man. It was also 
Finich who later got Ham Roman ap 
pointed io the Board of Regents of the 
University of California. 

“When the President decided to run 
;for governor of California in 1962, I 
was against it," says Finch. “So Nixon 
• picked Haldeman to run his campaign 
\ tor him. * 

i “Bob is a very organized person,” 

; says Finch. “His mind works too fast 
{ to teU long stories or jokes. His sense 
» of humor ia usually an aside, a quick 
• thrust or a parry” 

Haldeman didn't join the Nixon 
•presidential campaign staff full-time 


until late May, 1968. He has stayed 
closely with the President ever since. 

Finch says the only time Haldeman 
joltes about his bad guy image is when 
“ha'll joke about the power he’s sup- 
pled to have and doesn't really have.” 

He does not have a joking, back-slap- 
ping relationship with the President. 
“His relationship with Nixon is very 
serious,** says Finch. 


In 1949,* Haldeman married Joanne 
Horton, whom he had known at 
U.C.L.A. where they both had been 
politically active on campus. They 
have two daughters and two sons, ages 
a to 21. 



Nobody claims to know H. K Halde- 
man very well, even his close friends, 
knd many of them won’t talk. His 
mother, Mra. Ha^y F. Haldem an 
sister. M rs^ JVan^s Rain c. and 
brother, Thom** «aM*ra anS all of 
Angeles, refused" Vo SfocujW him. 

“I don't think X caii thin 

f nr Vt* itij) t>i»t li 

at all,” 
human, thu 
' 1 really 
> on ' said his 
lb nor 

1 1 ot" 

w a - snn y that 
interview at his-, 

Several of Haldaflia 


assured a import £r they would be 
happy to lalkfafetit him bin. they wen* 
busy just would call hack An 

hour later thev’ sontehow found they 
“really don't kmnv touch about the guy 


at all ” 


But there ‘were a few friends and 
colleagues who weren’t so reluctant to 
answer their -phones. Robert Finch .vaa 
one of them. 


they stick to themselves. “They don’t 
do anything but just work/* said an ad- 
miring neighbor. 

According to a number of the Halde- 
mans’ friends, the Haldemans enter- 
tain very little, with small groups of 
six or eight close friends, with some 
help and very informally. Though the 
Haldemans don’t drink, they do serve 
alcohol to their friends. And they very 
often show home movies 

“If you go to the Haldemans.” says 
Safire, “And he says how ’bout some 
home movies after dinner,* you don’t 
groan. Because, wow! they’re always 
about the President. And wherever 
the President is, so is Haldeman. He 
is an excellent moviemaker, and he 
takes his camera along wherever he 
goes for historical records. He has the 
largest film library in the world of the 
P- vsidoni ■’ 

Safin* says the Haldemans have a 
great collection of memorabilia, which 
they display throughout the house. 

Mrs. Haldeman he describes as a 
'‘quiet, reserved, intense, lovely 
woman.” 


i Bob Haldeman’s trademark is his 
,13 950s creweut, which he keeps closely 
cropped at all times. “If you ask him 
why he doesn’t let his hair grow’.” says 
Safire, “He answ ers, ‘Who’d know me.’ ” 
Herb KIcIil another old California 
friend, the former editor of the San 
Diego Uniort^and the President’s com- 
munications director, has known 
Haldeman since 1956. “One of the sides 
people don’t sec of Bob is his humor,” 
says Klein Klein described the daily 
White House senior staff meetings, 
which Haldeman conducts, as being 
very unstructured and occasionally 
tense. * 


One thing Finch can’t understand is 
why people mix up Haldeman and Khr 
lichman. “They are totally different all 
across the board," said Finch. "John 
works at heing bright, aggressive and 
tunny. Bob doesr t. John is more free- 
wheeling. in terms of interest. Bod 
stakes. put- his own turf ” 
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Worker and 

h nali.i kniWn nearly Iprbg 
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as the members of the “Califtornia 
Mafia.” But the Safirea live down the 
street from the Haldemans In the ex- 
clusive Kenwood section of Chevy 

Chase. 

The Melvin Lairds also live there 
and. so did the Walter Hickels until 
Hickel was fired as Secretary of Inte- 
rior. y . 

They live in a three-story, used- 
brick, double-wing house with six col- 
umns and a two-car garage in a neigh- 
borhood where $130,000 is a minimum 
sales price. They have a live-in Span- 
ish-speaking maid. Though both Halde- 
mans used to garden a lot the helped 
neighbor Bill Safire plant tulips), he 
doesn’t have time anymore, and Mrs. 
Haldeman has been forced to hire a’ 
gardener. The house is done California 
antique in blues and golds by Mrs. 
Haldeman herself, with a downstairs 
recreation room filled with framed 
photos by Haldeman. Neighbors say 
they never sec the Haldemans. that 


“Bob will always break up the ten 
sion with a quip or a wry remark,' 
says Klein. “He’s not onp to tell a 
story, though.” Klein says Haldeman 
never gives his own opinion at the 
meetings, just takes it all down and 
then reports it all to the President.” 
The reason Haldeman has a “bad guy” 
reputation, says Klein, is that he de- 
cides who gets in to sec the President, 
and he has to say “no” a lot. “That 
doesn’t make anyone popular.” 

There is a running competition, 
fKlein says, between himself, Finch, 
IjRon Ziegler and Dwight Chapin , all 
^graduates of the University" of South- 
fern California, on one side and Halde- 


I man and Ehrlich in. btub 
graduates, on the < •. nor 
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.'Henry l\i, ut^e: .docs tmi get oti 
him, ..nd then there’s the EhrIJclmi:u, 
situation, the Rose Alary WuvfL situa- 
tion and Die \gjtew situation. 

His /cal in juiardiug the President's 
time prompted an assistant !e a 1 :,«b» 

. f month* : ‘n comment. “P’s so dlfj 
cult to t*OI lt‘ O' .ft 
tfiriee'dyl - «• .• / „ ^uDthi 

bers even ir , \m! then it's not worth 

Ders even try. /vnu tueu it s uui wuiui 
it because there’s always a meeting 
with Haldeman afterwards without the 
guy (visitor). Haldeman s paper flow is 
so important to White House opera- 
tions that if you’re out of the paper 
flow you’re just out of it.” 

A White House aide who has dealt 
directly with Haldeman, unpleasantly, 
on a number of occasions has had a 
few words to say about the President’s 
right-hand roan— but, understandably, 
off the record. “They’d roast my - - 
he said, apologizing. ‘Tm o ntheir list 
anyway because I dare to disagree with 
Heir Haldeman and have some opinions 
of my own. 

The aide has never noticed much 
sense of humor in Haldeman. “He 
probably thinks it’s demeaning to show 
a sense of humor much around the of- 
fice. When you’re the President’s alter 
ego or whatever he considers himself, 
'you take yourself and your job seri- 
ously. It’s a tense job and he’s *n ex- 
tremely precise man, intolerant of bad 
staff work. 

“1 think his staff holds him in awe 
and regards him with great tatt. £4 be 
surprised if anybody regard* Aim as a ' 
person at all. The problem with Hald* 
man is that he is intensely devoted to ! 
the President. He can't see anything 
else. His staff is the same way. Every- 
body else is judged by how loyal they 
are and how long they've known the 
President.” 

The White House aide feel* that 
“self-deception” is part of the problem 
with the latest alleged White House in- 
volvement in campaign irregularities. 
“If Haldeman issued a decree that you 
had to have clean shirts and somebody 
spilled soup on his shirt and you 
pointed it out. to him, he’d tell you he 
wasn’t wearing a shirt ” 

Holder.; an is menus* arr apparently 
ofte.'. terse commands in me form of 
questions, and a recalcitrant reply will 
elicit an even nastier response like “So 
what,” and then the command-question 
repeated. 

A major complaint of many people 
on Capitol Hill about Haldeman and 
his staff is an alleged lack of political 
astuteness. 

When Sen. Russell Long (D-La.) had 
difficulties with the President over the 
welfare reform bill, the Haldeman 
staff members were furious at the 
idea that Long was “playing around 
with one of the President’s major pol- 
icy decisions.” 

“They have absolutely no idea how 
to have good relations with the Hill,” 
said the aide. 

Another former White’ House inti- 
mate and Nixon sympathizer feels that 
Haldeman is “a dangerous man. His 
imprint is all over he While House If 
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“Even more than Henry Ki* 


HJViNixon is fiillv aware of ■ his power, n n d 
R 1 don’t dunk he'is, thou it relfiqffjBays 

I Something about Nixon ” 

: This person is quick to add. however, 

V’tbat Haldeman may be the only person 
fflBSM capable of regulating Nixon 1 * time 

nod, imm E ropa 2* a ? d thai * alo r e r fta ff t0 

EhrlLhrnemW keep ^ m/trom getting tired and irri- 


.«mger, //- K. IlMenutn is prob< 
nhlv do<Pst personally in the 
IT kite Ihotsc io Richard Nixon” 
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f. r niter i peddm 


9SH keep him from getting tired and irri- 
• I table," 

■H His imprint, according to this source, 
is seen in buzzer locks and televised 
I hallways in' the Nixon campaign head- 
HH quarters and a general "vault" ment al’ 
H ity. 
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and taen letl $|gti V,; ui 
are $ lot of lapse> in Hu on 
Mrs laldeman fills mem. 
conversational and warm b 
it sternness in her cy the 
Han* % friend setd. 

"Tt-e Haldernans are a slron-Jy led 
purer* ally close-knit family.” 

The elder Haldeman, he continued, 
did tut circulate around town, did not 
go to ire*s luncheons, and tried to stay 
ph\ . ntiv fit. He found Haldeman 
h \ P quick, a man who picks up 
* 'mor but doesn't give much back, “a 


cold, lewl stare which in 
people. 1 don’t krio.« anynm* 
^Jiows Bob that well pcrs-iu. lly. 
TPlpif very siaunch, moral, uprndit 

fiij^hfd at the Young People Jer 
yfe.-iio: of ih»* Committee lur the 
i v t v r» ul th»* President tlu *♦***- k a 
hy^rdvr *11 ‘huh n.ft sophomor** • v 
TjtT \i Hank ‘Jit i dc loan talked read 
.vbetil KTu* •eli. hi* i’athci t'uilhr” 
rriiv .-•*> it 

have vc r \ l«mg hau r . a not it t«.vo 
• t‘U»v. my shoulders,' said 
•i kids me i bout my 
m http about his L do* 
'in’ hair grow about 2*;. 
i i walked pa&t a brd’Uor 
haircut nnd cter idori It's 

-> 1 1 vc l nwaj frotn homo 
fnr .f vi tic a while ’ I’m the most inde- 
pcedonl member uf the family,” he 
s.t) if Bui 1 do g:i home Sunday tor 
our famdv dinner. We don't really do 
that much together as a family be- 
cause u’s hard for all of us to get to* 
gethor ” The family does attend a local 
Christian Science church together. 

‘•I feel i m closer to my father than 
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mv mother bcca* v C we have much the 
same mie r( wis. li»o he works so late at 
nos most of my lath- 

,.t\< T-nu' 1 f e.el I get along very well 
with him on a discussion level. We had 
long dis ussrnn Tuesday night on 
Vi* i-i.un He* offered me insights. We 
a .*n L - t>e an Mvi.Tdew — but when we 
get down t 1 > spot Tick I’m quite a bit 
inijiv libci rheo he e. During the 
lime ■ •!-»> r lining cf Haipliong I was 
not in lav. of i! ! had several long 
dl-**cu>sioi I- U'orn k.alifornia with my 
i, idler nhoui !V on ihe phone. We disa- 
c.o * be we utuhrstood each other’s 
\ • .iepomt ind that's the same with 
iV \ lib- r h .Ve bulb feel it’s impor- 
tant ii. .< \v -'•i- xi cl we always have 
j ood • inline to our discussions that 
rouvt'fitt /. our reUtlon*3hip. ,, 

jsi ;m mi s by mi together, ihe whole 
, :,nib: ,!< i. • * C amp David on the 

* erki-nds when Haldrman goes there 
with tin President. 

Hank - h;> father phi>s the guitar 

in hi sp u time , lo* oi country-and- 
\vcsti*rn music, is nrn a practical joker 
& ati intv leli ' suor* anecdotes very 
v.«>U ••lleT. vci;,- qui .’K to laugh but 
lie’s not a great p<* n 1 .says Hank. 
Vic doesn't Keen r. party io inches by 
tolling jokes, i cues.'i he's just very' 
cynical i.i a funny way 
Though Hark p.rul ins father have 
frequent serious poui'tcai discussions, 
they are hJway ^ on <i philosophical 
level Does his father ever mention hit 
daily duties wt the White House or his 
public imago w itb his son?' 

,r \Ve d„n‘i bilk about that end if his 

lob at all " rpolu'd Hank 


See also "Halaeman Wields Vast Power," by- 
Peter Osnow, Washington Post 25 Oct 72, 
over from "Testimony Ties Top Nixon Aide 
To Secret Fund." Piled Nemo bugging. 


